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CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O.l 1652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR LT SF (TRANSKEI) 

SUBJECT: LESOTHO/TRANSKEI/SOUTH AFRICA: BORDER CHARGES AND 
LAND CLAIMS 

1 . PAST FEW DAYS PRODUCED ONE INCIDENT AND SEVERAL EXCHANGES 
OF CLAIMS AND ACCUSATIONS, APPRENTLY IN CONNECTION WITH 
VISIT OF UN MISSION HEADED BY ASST SECGEN ABDULRAHIM ABBY 
FARAH TO INVESTIGATE LESOTHO-TRANSKEI BORDER AND RELATED 
PROBLEMS. 
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2. INCIDENT OCCURRED FEBRUARY 4 WHEN TWO SOUTH AFRICAN 
JOURNALISTS ENTERED LESOTHO TO COVER UN TEAM'S BORDER VISIT 
BUT WERE DETAINED BY LESOTHO POLICE UNTIL UN GROUP HAD LEFT 
AREA. REPORTERS, UMTATA-BASED BRUCE STEPHENSON OF SAPA AND 
DAVID THOMAS OF DURBAN DAILY NEWS, CROSSED AT TELE BRIDGE 
BORDER POST BUT WERE SOON DETAINED IN BORDER TOWN OF GUTHING. 
PASSPORTS AND PRESS CARDS WERE TAKEN AND REPORTERS WERE 
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INTERROGATED FOR NINE HOURS BEFORE BEING RELEASED AND ESCORTED 
BACK TO TRANSKEI. SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS IN REPORTING INCIDENT 
MADE MUCH OF FACT THAT DURING UN TEAM'S VISIT 256 PERSONS 
ACTUALLY CROSSED AT TELE BRIDGE: 87 FROM LESOTHO TO TRANSKEI 
AND 169 GOING OTHER WAY. PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT A TRANSKEI 
MP. MR. SIMON BURHALI, CROSSED INTO LESOTHO AND PERSONALLY 
INVITED UN TEAM TO INSPECT TRANSKEI SIDE (INVITATION 
REPORTEDLY DECLINED). 

3. SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS ON FEBRUARY 6 FEATURED ALLEGED CLAIMS 
BY LESOTHO PRIME MINISTER, CHIEF LEABUA JONATHAN, TO PARTS OF 
TRANSKEI AND SOUTH AFRICA. JONATHAN REPORTEDLY CLAIMED THE 
TWO TRANSKEI DISTRICTS OF MALUTI (OR MATATIELE) AND HERSCHEL; 

THE QWAQWA BASOTHO HOMELAND; AND THE ENTIRE ORANGE FREE STATE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA. ALL THESE AREAS, JONATHAN WAS QUOTED AS 
SAYING, WERE LOST BY LESOTHO DURING "WARS OF DISPOSSESSION" 

WITH THE BOERS DURING THE 19TH CENTURY. 

4. TRANSKEI FOREIGN MINISTER DIGBY KOYANA RESPONDED IN 
FEB 7 PRESS STATEMENT THAT LESOTHO'S CLAIMS TO PARTS OF 
TRANSKEI WERE GROUNDLESS. KOYANA SAID TRANSKEI REJECTED AND 
WOULD IGNORE LESOTHO'S CLAIM WHICH, HE ADDED, HAD NEVER BEEN 
MADE BEFORE TRANSKEI BECAME INDEPENDENT. KOYANA ALSO ANNOUNCED 
HE HAD SENT LETTER JAN 28 INVITING U.S. ASST SECGEN FARAH TO 

VISIT TRANSKEI TO XPLORE "CLOSURE" OF BORDER BUT NO REPLY HAD 
BEEN RECEIVED. 

5. SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER, DR. HILGARD MULLER, 
ADDRESSED TOPIC IN S.A. PARLIAMENT FEB 8. MULLER NOTED THE 
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S.A. PRESSMEN HAD BEEN DETAINED "IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MIGHT 
SUGGEST THAT THE LESOTHO AUTHORITIES WERE TRYING TO KEEP THEM 
FROM ASCERTAINING THE TRUTH ABOUT THE SITUATION ON THE LESOTHO 
AND TRANSKEI BORDER." DR. MULLER SAID THE SAG HAD CONVEYED ITS 
CONCERN TO GOL AND HAD ASKED FOR FACTS OF THE INCIDENT. MULLER 
ALSO TERMED PRIME MINISTER JONATHAN'S LAND CLAIMS AS "WILD AND 
PROVOCATIVE." HE OBSERVED THAT LESOTHO'S STATEMENTS WERE 
RELEASED TO THE PRESS BEFORE THE SAG HAD RECEIVED THEM. MULLER 
CONCLUDED, "WE CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT ALL THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO PROVIDE SOME MUSICAL BACKGROUND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS MISSION." 

FARBER 
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